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7 DISCORD SAID THIS
4 WAS SUPPOSED T0 BE
A LOVE STORY!

N--

TWO HOUSEHOLDS,
BOTH ALIKE IN DIGNITY, IN
FAIR PORONA WHERE WE LAY  BLO
OUR SCENE, FROM ANCIENT
GRUDGE BREAK T0 NEW MUTINY,
WHERE CIVIL BLOOD MAKES
VIL HANDS

-WAIT,
D?! WHO
WROTE THIS?!

3

BUT
HE DID SOUND
WAY T00
EXCITED WHEN
HE SU?GESTED
IT...

CATAPULTS, CUPCAKES, AND
CELEBRATIONS AND MONTAGUE
MERRIMENT MAKERS HAVE BEEN
FIGHTING ABOUT WHO THE BETTER
PARTY-PLANNING COMPANY
1S FOR AGES--

7

JUST "CAUSE CAPULET’S
KES, AN|

==
A

£e

--DOESN'T MEAN THAT
THE ONLY WAY FOR PINKIE
PIE AND CHEESE SANDWICH

T0 BE TOGETHER IS TO--

IS To--

--NO WAY!!!

WE'VE 60T 22
PAGES 0 FIX THIS. NO

TIME T0 WASTE! WHERE
1S EVERYPONY...

iZ

..0H,
RIGHT!




"THE CAPULETS ARE
THROWING A PARTY TONIGHT!"

CREATURE'LL EVEN
NOTICE WE'RE
A\ THERI y

]
IEEC
] o ]

— 1 DUNNO, CAPPER--

— 1 THINK A BUNCH OF

0 MONTAGUE EMPLOYEES
SHOWING UP T0 A CAPULET

- A " PARTY WILL BE PRETTY —
— OBVIOUS..

WHO CARES! THE
CAPULETS ARE GONNA BE
S0 OCCUPIED WITH MAKING
SURE THE PARTY GOES OFF
WITHOUT A HITCH, NO WAY
ARE THEY GONNA NOTICE
US TAKING NOTES.

THEN WE THROW A BETTER ; Sl
PARTY, GET THE ATTENTION OF YOU'RE RIGHT, \ §

PRINCESS CADANCE, GET PICKED T0 TRIXIE. HOWEVER
PLAN PRINCESS FLURRY HEART’S WILL ANYPONY
FIRST BIRTHDAY, AND 6O DOWN IN RECOGNIZE US
PARTY-PLANNING HISTORY. NOW? 5 ~ 160T
SIMPLE AS THAT! < NOT-A-GOUDA

FEELING ABOUT
SIMPLE?! THIS...

BESIDES, THE GREAT
AND POWERFUL TRIXIE HAS
THE PERFECT DISGUISES. NO
PONY'LL EVEN RECOGNIZE US!




HMMMM, ANYPONY ELSE
HAVE A BAD FEELING
FLOATING AROUND?

DARLING, NEED
TREMIND YOU THAT
YOU DID EAT THAT
SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING,
‘ SLIGHTLY GREENISH
CAKE FOR LUNCH?

)2
)

\ VR
o,
A4S

D

A LITILE N
T0 THE LEFT, 4
DASH.

-y

1 DUNNO, I'VE DOUBLE- W

CHECKED ALL THE KARAOKE =
IT WAS BLUE MACHINES, TRIPLE-CHECKED
CHEESECAKE--IT WAS  THE FROSTING CONSISTENCY,

SUPPOSED T0 BE  , QUADRUPLE-CHECKED THE
SLIGHTLY GREENISH! /Q\ TRAMPOLINE GARDEN--
--EVERYTHING'S HUNKY WHO
RIGHT AS RAIN AND NOW?
HUNKY-DORY!
i
Y a v
P .

. ...MAYBE YOU'RE JUST
NERVOUS BECAUSE THIS 1S THE
=———7 BIGGEST PARTY WE'VE EVER THROWN,
AND IF WE MESS IT UP, PRINCESS

CADANCE--OUR GUEST OF HONOR--WON'T

HIRE US T0 PLAN PRINCESS FLURRY
HEART'S FIRST BIRTHDAY, AND THE

CAPULETS WILL GO DOWN IN HISTORY
v P 4

IN ALL OF PORONA?

PSHHH, WHY ~
WOULD ANY OF THAT
GIVE ME A BAD
FEELING?

THIS IS GOING
T0 BE THE BEST, MOST
SUPER-DUPER-EST PARTY
PORONA HAS EVER SEEN, OR MY
NAME ISN'T WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE!

YOUR NAME
ISN'T WILLIAM Y
SHAKESPEARE, | -

7 FORGOT T0 SET
<P AN THE TAIL ON

ZHE DRAGON!




B ¥
ALL RIGHT, THAT'S
EVERYTHING ON OUR
LIST! ARE WE READY,

EVERYPONY?

AS EVER,
DARLING. I DO
E

YEAH, 1 RECKON
WE REALLY PUT OUR |9
BEST HOOF FORWARD

/ 2 WITH THIS ONE.

T'LL KEEP MY
EYES PEELED FOR
ANY MONTAGUES
LOOKING To CAUSE

TROUBLE.

AND I'LL
KEEP TESTING THE
CUPCAKES FOR
QUALITY-CONTROL

PURPOSES!




HATE T0 ADMIT IT, BUT V" e Gor OuR WORK CUT OUT

THESE CAPULETS DO THROW . FOR S IF WE WANT THE CHANCE
N PART: To PLAN PRINCESS FLURRY

HEART’S BIRTHDAY,

YEAH, ISN'T THIS GREAT?!
1 THINK THE TRAMPOLINE GARDEN IS AN
AMATING TOUCH--COULD DO WITH A FEW
MORE CHEESE PLATITERS, THOUGH...

ABOUT You, co1, You
CAN ALWAYS FIND THE

BRIGHT SIDE. I'LL FETCH US

SOME PUNCH, WE'RE \

NS GONNA NEED A SUGHR
RUSH IF WE WANNA
IS,

CRACK THIS.

D

AL AN
] "IT SEEMS SHE HANGS UPON
THE CHEEK OF NIGHT!
el

N







WOW! THAT WAS THE
PERFECT PIN!

COURSES DURING MY TIME AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF WITINEIGHBURG. MY
FRIENDS HAMLET AND HORATIO

TAUGHT ME A LOT.

SOMETIMES, IT'S
LIKE I CAN STILL HEAR
POOR YORICK'S VOICE...

NO WAY! I TOOK PIN VELOCITY & THE
ART OF THE AIM WHEN I 6OT MY FESTIVITIES
DEGREE! ALSO SEVERAL IMPROV CLASSES,
PERFECT BATIER CONSISTENCIES, PARTY CANNON
SAFETY, CARICATURES & YOU, HOW To
PACKAGE SPRINGY SNAKES, AND--

AND
OBVIOUSLY THE
BEST PARTY
FOOD 18-

--CUPCAKES!

FOR A RED VELVET
SOMETHING OR OTHER?
YOU BET YOUR CHOCOLATE
FOUNTAIN I COULD!

YOU'RE TELLING ME RED VELVET 1S
You COULD PASS UP ALL WELL AND GOOD, BUT
A 6GOOD BRIE? AT MONTAGUE MERRIMENT }.
«7 MAKERS, WE PRIDE

OURSELVES ON OUR FINE
CURATED SELECTION OF
IMPORTED--

/" You GuYS BOTH JuST TOTALLY
CONNECTED OVER SHARED PARTY-PLANNING
| EXPERIENCE AND COULD PROBABLY PLAN THE |
\ WORLD'S BEST BIRTHDAY PAKTY IF YoU 17
PUT YOUR CAPULET AND MONTAGUE /4
N BRAINS TOGETHER. _ —; jugr 4

\ THOUGHT.

SPIKE,
WHAT'RE YoU
DOING HERE?




1 MEAN, DO YoU . LIKE, HOW OUR
EVER WONDER HOW | COMPANIES BECAME
IT ALL STARTED? MORTAL ENEMIES IN THE
§ ; WORLD OF PARTY
PLANNING?

n 3 l —
i 3%

(@,

“THAT'S FUNNY! I ALWAYS HEARD IT WAS BECAUSE
THE FOUNDER OF MONTAGUE MERRIMENT MAKERS
WAS $000000 SUPER-DUPER JEALOUS THAT THE
CAPULETS 6OT To PLAN A PARTY FOR THE OLD
QUEEN OF PORONA, CELESTIA, THAT HE RUINED
THE CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN!

e 8
" A [SRLD
"y‘ %
"1 ALWAYS HEARD IT WAS BECAUSE ‘. N |
T FOUNDER OF CAPULET'S CATAPULTS,
CUPCAKES, AND CELEBRATIONS STOLE A \Nﬁ | e R e nwss

BUNCH OF SUPER IMPORTANT RECIPES (1| \ FOR A WEEK!”
FROM THE MONTAGUES T0 GET HER PARTY-

PLANNING BUSINESS OFF THE GROUND!” | & ) ,}Aggg\\x*_




IT DOES SEEM SILLY TO ¥
{ STILL BE FIGHTING IF WE CAN'T
REMEMBER WHY WE STARTED

ESPECIALLY WHEN WE
COULD LEARN $O MUCH FROM
EACH OTHER--I MEAN, THIS
TRAMPOLINE GARDEN?

YOURSELF AT,

)7 THAT'S A
TOTALLY ORIGINAL
THOUGHT 1 JusT
THE

D,

LET'S TABLE THE
PALAVER FOR THE MOMENT.
WE CAN MEET UP AGAIN
AFTER TONIGHT!

WAIT!
TDIDN'T GET
YOUR NAME!

FIGHTING IN THE FIRST PLACE,
DOESN'T IT?

OH! IT'S PINKAMENA
DIANE PIE! BUT MY FRIENDS
CALL ME PINKIE, AND MY
ENEMIES CALL ME PINKIE, AND
EVERYPONY JUST CALLS ME
PINKIE, ACTUALLY--

7 OP}, V?H’ OH! B
’;%-Mgg”ﬁg? 1 THINK WE'D

PLAN 6OOD PARTIES
TOGETHER.

BUT THINK ABOUT IT--WITH 8
YOUR MONTAGUE MOXIE AND MY
CAPULET CREATIVITY, WE COULD
PLAN PRINCESS FLURRY HEART
BEST BIRTHDAY

EVER!

AND THAT'S WHAT
MATTERS AT THE END OF
THE DAY, RIGHT? MAKING

SOMEPONY HAPPY!

THE

" YOU'RE

2
HEY, PINKIE!

WHERE ARE YA?! ONE OF THE
KARAOKE MACHINES 1S STUCK
PLAYING THAT SONG ABOUT HEARTS
GOING ON AND ON AGAIN!

BUT SOFT, WHAT
LIGHT THROUGH YONDER
| WINDOW BREAKS? IT IS
THE EAST, AND PINKIE
\__ PIE IS THE SUN...




NOW CHEESE IS BELOVED AND
LOVES AGAIN, ALIKE BEWITCHED
BY THE CHARM OF LOOKS, BUT T0
HIS FOE SUPPOSED HE MUST
COMPLAIN, AND SHE STEAL LOVE'S

B 2 SWEET BAIT FROM FEARFUL
HOOKS--

=4 ~"FOE"7
O "FEARFUL"7 C'MON,
T THOUGHT LAST
NIGHT WOULD FIX
THE STORY!

WHERE'S
DISCORD WHEN
YOU NEED
HIM?

MAYBE
1CAN CONVINCE
PINKIE TO--

0
)
“Lll

THEY WHATZ ) 4 |
“OH, FUDGE.”

2

1 CAN'T BELIEVE
THIS! NU-UH! NO
WAY!

YOU'RE TELLING

ME THOSE NO GOOD,

SOMETHING ROTTEN

MONTAGUES SHOWED | &9
UP To OUR PARTY

LAST NIGHT?!

TF Y0U DON'T
(7 COME DOWN FROM
THERE, SUGAR
CUBE, T RECKON

l

1AM
PERFECTLY
CALM!

WELL, DARLING,
Pl w1 Y TJUST THINK
YD it 10 352 Y0U R 1T'S uNFaIR,
INCENSED. 1 MEAN, ALL THE
WORK WE PUT IN T0
IMPRESS CADANCE, AND
RE JUST GONNA TRY /]
10 ONE-UP U!

DON'T KNOW THAT
FOR SURE--

OF COURSE WE DO!
IT'S THE MONTAGUE M.0.!
WE CAN'T EVER TRUST
'EM OR ,EJ’%K WITH

IT

OH, IDON'T
THINK guur's SUCH
D

A A GOOD IDEA.

/]/ﬂm ;

THAT HASN'T




LOOK! RAINBOW
DASH HAS SENT A
LETTER ON BEHALF OF

THE CAPULETS. ¢
.

A CHALLENGE,
1 WAGER.

R
SH'T ITA

GREAT MORNING,

ALAS, POOR
CHEESE IS ALREADY
CHALLENGED--HE'S IN
LOVE. HE CAN'T FIGHT
RAINBOW DASH.

1 MEAN, RAINBOW

DASH CAN'T BE THAT
BAD, CAN SHE?




WHY'D YOU ZHUFF HUFFz
HAVE TO BE ZHUFF HUFF2
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF
TOWN, PINKIE?!

1WAS LOOKING
FOR CHEESE! HOW WAS

60 To THE SAFEST, LEAST
SUSPICIOUS PLACE IN ALL
PORONA T0 HAVE A

SECRET MEETING?!
7 A f
ol k( iy
ST

GOT HERE!

WELL, WELL, WELL, 50, WHAT'LL IT BE? THE POISONS
TKNEW IT WOULDN'T  THAT MAKE YOU APPEAR TO SLEEP

BE LONG BEFORE WE ETERNALLY? TE{EERU%BER KDNIVES‘.’

THE BUCKETS OF RE

CORN SYRUP?!
YOU ARE THE
AND YOU'RE - _ WORST. MY DEAR
DEFINITELY NOT DRAGON,
HELPING US CHANGE 1 AM MERELY
THE 0UTCOME OF J)({ TRYING T0 BRING
THIS STORY! THE STORY BACK
ny P I <) T0ITS PROPER
. = NARRATIVE
| PATH!

PINKIE! I'VE BEEN UP ALL

NIGHT THINKING ABOUT WHILE THAT SOUNDS
FLURRY HEART'S BIRTADAY, |, SUPER COOL AND VERY
AND 1 DREW UP THESE , DIDN'T YOU HEAR? THE
BLUEPRINTS FOR MONTAGUES AND CAPULETS

3 ARE CRUISIN' FOR A
4 WL i

THERE'S GONNA BE
A HUGE FIGHT IF THEY SO
MUCH AS SNEEZE IN EACH
OTHER'S DIRECTION.

1AM ONCE
AGAIN SUGGESTING
POISON!

>

NO POISON,

PARTY FAST ENOUGH, WE

CAN SHOW EVERYPONY

THAT WE WORK BETTER
TOGETHER!

0000, YEAH! LIKE A
DEMONSTRATION!

AND
THEN MAYBE
THEY'LL $TOP
FIGHTING!

HMPH. THERE'S NO
GUARANTEE THIS'LL WORK.
THESE VIOLENT DELIGHTS

MIGHT STILL HAVE

] T
VIOLENT ENDS...




"
“I REALLY, REALLY, REALLY, HOPE NOT.”
I T

BY MY
HEAD--HERE COME
THE CAPULETS!

AT OUR PARTY LAST

GHT?
~—7
WHY CERTAINLY! ’
YU INVITED ALL OF PORONA, ‘
S0 OF COURSE ALL OF
\ PORONA CAME! < /N

( THAT DIDN'T
MEAN YOU!

ONES PRINCESS CADANCE PICKS T0
2\ PLAN FLURRY HEART'S BIRTHDAY!

I'M CHALLENGING
YOU ALL T0 A PARTY
CANNON DUEL!

AH, NO! NO DUELS!
NO DUELS NEEDED! SEE,
WE SHOULD REALLY TRY
A_T0 WORK THIS OUT--

WE'RE PAST WORKING!
IF YOU WON'T ANSWER THE
CALL, CHEESE, I'LL TAKE IT

UP IN YOUR STEAD--EN

GARDE, CAPULET!

I'M GONNA KICK
YOUR MONTAGUE
BEHIND!







CAN SOMEPONY PLEASE TELL
ME WHY PORONA LOOKS LIKE IT
HOSTED A CLOWN CONVENTION? IT'S

E==\ " GOING 0 TAKE US WEEKS T0 by
CLEANTHIS MESS!  currer N\
\‘i = SANDWICH? )
=

THIS PETTY
RIVALRY OF YOURS
HAS 6OT To STOP! LOOK
AROUND--THERE'S
A NOTHING FUN ABOUT
D THIS!

77 UNTIL YOU CAN LEARN T0 "\

WORK TOGETHER, THERE
WILL BE NO MORE PARTIES IN
\  PORONA, EVERPONY IS ON
"\, PARTY PROBATION!

I

N7

TRIED TO RUIN--

WHAT ABOUT
FLURRY HEART'S
BIRTHDAY?!

BUT IT
SHOULD BE A
HUGE BASH!

) IT'S JUST THAT
y THE MONTAGUES V4

WE'LL HAVE A
QUIET CELEBRATION
AT HOME--




1T'S A VERSION OF MUSICAL
CHAIRS THAT INVOLVES SEVENTEEN
DIFFERENT TYPES OF PIE--

WE'RE NEVER
GOING T0 CONVINCE
THE OTHERS T0 WORK

PINKIE, PRINCESS roasnﬁsz AT THIS
CADANCE PUT EVERYPONY E.
ON PARTY PROBATION,
CAPPER AND RAINBOW DASH

ARE PROBABLY HALFWAY TO
YAKYAKISTAN AND FARASI
BY NOW!

THEY GOT INTO A PARTY
CANNON DUEL WHILE I WAS PICKING
UP SUPPLIES--IT WAS THE WORST I'VE

VER SEEN... CONFETTI EVERYWHERE...
PIE CRUSTS CRUSHED UNDERHOOF....

MoST
L I
WITHOUT CAUSING
AROUND? A MESS!

M r{"‘
‘\Y.Y’} ove T BTy % \'
B

UGH, FINE, T MIGHT HAVE A SOLUTION TO
YOUR PARTY CONUNDRUM, BUT I DON'T
THINK IT'LL BE PRETTY.

LUCKILY T HAVE
JUST THE THING. IT'S
A TINCTURE THAT
CAUSES SLEEPING
ATH, AND-- "TWAS CHAOS THAT CAUSED
THE PORONA MESS, PERHAPS THE
ONLY WAY THE MONTAGUES AND
CAPULETS CAN WORK TOGETHER IS
BY REMOVING SUCH A THING
FROM THE EQUATION?

2

N
{ no. poIson! l




[ [ [ [ [
"YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO A SECRET
PRE-PARTY SHOWCASE T0 DISPLAY
BRAND-NEW CELEBRATORY TECHNIQUES
FOR CERTAIN PRINCESS BIRTHDAY PARTIES,

=y 4 >
"WE ONLY WANT T0 SHOW
YOU THE POWER OF--"

-
"IT 13 TOTALLY, 100 PERCENT, NOT-ACTUALLY
‘ PARTY! (SO WE ARE TOTALLY, 100 PERCENT,
NOT BREAKING ANY RULES.)

CAPULET &
MONTAGUE PARTY
PLANNING?!




o MONTAGUES.
WHAT 18 IT
YOU'RE PLANNING,
HUH?

PLANNING? L.JI
WE SHOULD BE ESPECIALLY

Wi" et
T 10N,
ecton WE'RE RISKING
EVERYTHING JUST BY
\_ BEING HERE! 4

OH, DARLING,
PLEASE, WE ALL KNOW
YOU'LL BE RUSHING IN

REGARDLESS— A

THE GREAT AND
POWERFUL TRIXIE INSIST!
)  ON MAKING THE LAST,
\\  MOST GRANDEST
ENTRANCE--

11

MANY HAPPY RETURNS,
PRINCESS FLURRY HEART

WELCOME.
PLEASE, HELP
YOURSELVES TO
SOME CELERY
STICKS.




PINKIE? WHAT )
HAPPENED?! DISCORD,
30 WE DECIDED T0

TAKE ALL OUR CREATIVITY
OUT OF THE EQUATION. THAT

WHAT? WOULD
YOU HAVE PREFERRED
1 FOLLOWED THE
ORIGINAL STORY?

WELL, WE
WANTED T0 WORK

TOGETHER TO PLAN Pi
THE PERFECT
BIRTHDAY--BUT AFTER
HE PARTY CANNON
DUEL, WE DIDN'T @

THINK IT'D BE
POSSIBLE.

ERPONY

IAY, EVEN IF EV)
STARTED FIGHTING AGAIN, WE'D
HAVE A PARTY THAT WAS
ERFECTLY SAFE. NO CHAOS
WHATSOEVER.

ALL OUR PARTY IDEAS
BY PRINCESS CADANCE.

SHOULD PASS INSPECTION

TAKE, FOR INSTANCE,
THE SITTING CORNER,
WHERE PARTY GUESTS
CAN 60 TO §IT.

OR THE GIFT BAGS,
WHICH INCLUDE SUGAR-FREE
GUM AND GIFT CARDS FOR
QUILLS AND SOFAS.

THIS 1S MAYBE

T HAVE EVER
SEEN.

THE WORST THING |/

ICAN'T
BELIEVE I'M
SAYING THIS,

PINKIE WAS OUR ...NOW SHE AND
BEST PARTY PLANNER! CHEESE WANTED T0 PLAN
SHE WAS ALWAYS S0 | [ A PARTY TOGETHER SO BADLY
EXCITED T0 MAKE THAT THEY WERE WILLING
PONIES HAPPY, AND T0 GIVE UP EVERYTHING
NOW... FOR IT.




IF THEY CAN DO ALL
THAT...MAYBE WE CAN $TOP
FIGHTING LONG ENOUGH TO

PLAN ONE PARTY.

~-WE AL \
WANT THE SAME
THING, DON'T
WE?

IA
v

\
!

WE'RE NOT

0

(4
_

O#, ALL

RIGHT. JUST

FOR YU, MY
DEAR.

1 FEAR OUR HEROES
WILL BE BORING FOREVER,
WHICH IS A FATE THAT I

THINK MIGHT ACTUALLY BE

‘ WORSE TH
N =
L[N

5
\

HUH?! WHAT

1 JUST HAD
HAPPENED! , THE WORST DREAM

ABOUT HAVING TO
DO TAXES--

HM? WHAT'S
WITH ALL THE
GLOOMY
FACES? YA GAVE US
<7 QUITE A SCARE,
JELLY BEAN. WE
o
I\ L
L\ "FOREVER.

YEAH! AND
EVEN THE GREAT
AND POWERFUL

TRIXIE CAN ADMIT

THAT THAT WOULD

S0, DARLINGS,

IN THE INTEREST OF
APPRECIATING THE FACT
THAT MAYBE WE ARE
STRONGER TOGETHER

THAN APART, SHOULD WE
TAKE ANOTHER STAB AT §

PLANNING PRINCESS
FLURRY HEART'S
PARTY--

--AS THE
CAPULETS AND
MONTAGUES?



S\ MANY HAPPY RETURNS,

RINCESS FLURRY HEART HEY, PINKIE
PIE! CHEESE
= WELL, CHEESE, SANDWICH!
i 1T LOOKS LIKE WE'RE
¢ © < GONNA BE ABLE T0 WORK
7\ 7 TOGETHER AFTER ALL.
P 'S )
/]
&«

,ZUQ.\ ) ) d ’ ﬂ

WELL, PINKIE,
1 WOULDN'T HAVE IT
ANY OTHER WAY.

SOME PONIES THAT'S WHY
WANTED T MEET WE LEFT, YOU
You. HELLO! T HOPE KNOW, BECAUSE WE
You DON'T MIND OUR WANTED TO WORK
INTERRUPTING, WE HEARD TOGETHER--BUT NO
THE "‘;‘ﬁg gm %JTSIDE PONYvaJOULD
LET US. AW, IT DDN'T
INVESTIGATE. TAKE ALL THAT MUCH!
JUST SOME 600D 0L
EXISTENTIAL DREAD

" INEVER THOUGHT /
1'D SEE THE DAY WHEN THE ‘ AN VEGETBLE
MONTAGUES AND THE CAPULETS &

WORKED TOGETHER T0 PLAN
SOMETHING.

K 2.2 0
iy Y

~,

EAN-- Of,
NOW WERE | —
CHANGING THIS, NS
5 100, Humxi?




[\

“A HAPPY PEACE THIS MORNING
WITH IT BRINGS, THE SUN FOR
JOY WILL SHOW HIS HEAD.

o4

60 HENCE To HAVE MORE TALK OF
JOYOUS THINGS! (THOUGH WE HOPE TO
BE PARDONED FOR TAKING LIBERTIES.)

“FOR NEVER WAS THERE HAPPINESS
MORE COME BY, THAN THIS OF CHEESE
SANDWICH AND HIS PINKIE PIE.”
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Twenty-five years. It’s a mighty long time.

Some of you reading this might not have even been alive 25 years ago.
For me, it's literally half a lifetime.

Comic books are a relatively young art form. The industry itself had barely
passed the first-century mark when IDW was founded, so for the company to
carve out such a significant chunk of comics’ second century is fairly
impressive. It all started with a love for comics, and quickly paid off with the
success of 30 Days of Night, the now iconic horror series from Steve Niles
and Ben Templesmith. From there, many projects flowed. There were more
creator-driven miniseries, like Locke & Key by Joe Hill and Gabriel Rodriguez,
as well as licensed comics, stuff we still publish to this day—Star Trek, Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles, Godzilla.

The letters in the company name stand for Idea Design Works, and those
words are as much of a mission as a description of our products. For what are
comics but ideas designed info works of art? As an employee here, | can have
an ideq, | can design its intent, and | can work to make it happen. IDW.

For IDW as a publisher, it's been a little bit of “anything goes” for the past
two and a half decades. The company has a history of adventure and
experimentation. We also have a history of engaging with great talent to
achieve those things—talent in all aspects of the business, at the drawing
board and in the office. Look at the credits pages in each comic, and you'l
see a lot of talented people banding together fo bring you the best comics.
Writers, artists, editors, production people, marketers, salespeople,
accountants, shipping and receiving—it takes a lot of people to bring you the
comic you hold in your hands.

We do it because we love it. It's not always easy, and it's not guaranteed to
be fun, but at the end of the day, we have something we are proud of, which
we hope will entertain you. So, really, we aren’t celebrating the time it took
us to get here, but rather how all of that fime has given us a foundation to
keep doing this for the next 25 years and beyond.

Thanks for being a part of it with us.

Jamie S. Rich
editor-in-chief

\EENAGE MUTANTWIAA,

® S




